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thening innovative action in the empowerment of 
youth and women, preventing violent extremism, 
and protecting humanity’s common heritage.  This 
is all to improve the conditions of peace and 
human dignity in West Africa (Sahel). fffffffffffffffffff
 
II am particularly proud of this edition of the 2017 
annual report that presents in a concise manner a 
large number of activities, which have been 
carriedcarried out for our Member States in partnership 
withffNationalfCommissionshforffUNESCO,fother 
UNESCO offices, United Nations agencies, multi-
lateral organisations, civil society organisations, 
and the private sector.  I encourage you to con-
tinue strengthening these links and partnerships in 
2018, with the aims of proposing initiatives that 
bring people together, reinforcing the intellectual 
and moral solidarity between peoples, and 
strengthening the idea that humanity is one single 
family, united in its diversity. fffffffffffffffffffffffffffffff

On behalf of the whole UNESCO team in Dakar 
and Bamako, I would like to reiterate our commit-
ment to work even harder towards a productive 
and fruitful collaboration, for the benefit of peoples 
and countries in the region.fffgggggggggggffffffffff

Mr Gwang-Chol Chang 
Officer-in-Charge
UNESCO Regional Office in Dakar 

UNESCO Dakar

Dear colleagues, friends and partners, 

II have the pleasure of presenting the 2017 Annual 
Report of the UNESCO Regional Office in Dakar.  
The work of the Office covers seven countries in 
the region: Burkina Faso, Cabo Verde, Guinea-
Bissau, Niger, Senegal, The Gambia, as well as 
Mali, supported by the national office in 
B a m a k o . g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g  
 
AcrossAcross the globe, the 2030 Agenda remains the 
unifying tool of the international community in the 
construction of a prosperous, peaceful, and sus-
tainable world for all.  The 17 Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals are the expression of a shared 
global and transformative vision to change the 
world and improve the well-being of all peoples.  
UNESCO plays a transformative role in the imple-
mentation of this agenda, thanks to its education, 
culture, sciences and communication and infor-
mation programmes. This annual report under-
lines the drive and spirit of our team in promoting 
innovation to uphold the 2030 and 2063 Agendas.   
It is a resounding testament to the unwavering 
forts of our team in 2017, and the depth of their 
commitment to advance the ideals and objectives 
of UNESCO. fffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjj

I would like to highlight the accomplishments of 
the UNESCO teams in Dakar and Bamako, which 
have enabled the continued development of multi-
sectoral programmes. These programmes are 
aimed at providing interdisciplinary solutions to 
complex problems facing Member States, strengf 
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Mali and Senegal have particularly benefitted 
from technical support provided in the context of 
the ‘Capacity Development for Education’ 
(CapED) initiative for SDG4. dfffffffffffffffffffffffffffd
 
InIn Mali, various stakeholders debated and 
discussed the results of the sectoral analysis 
and identified solutions, based on SDG4, to the 
underlying causes of the challenges facing the 
education system. Deliberations were conducted 
with education sector stakeholders about the 
relevance of the Malian education system and 
thethe new vision for lifelong learning.   In Senegal, 
CapED supported the development of an 
education policy simulation model, involving the 
costing of resources necessary to achieve 
SDG4.  In addition, national capacities were 
strengthened through the development of the 
National Education Accounts, an important 
instrumentinstrument for informed financial decision 
making. In these two countries, the UNESCO 
Institute for Statistics (UIS) assisted in the 
enhancement of the information and data capa-
cities and systems for identifying relevant 
indicators for SDG4.ggfffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffgggg

Since April 2017, UNESCO Dakar has played the 
role of lead agency for education development 
partners, as well as that of coordinating agency 
of the local education group in Senegal.ffffffffffffff 
f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f
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The second initiative relates to the strengthening of 
student-learning assessment systems. The analysis 
of results of the online study launched in June 2017 
reveals the weaknesses of national systems in 
regularly monitoring student learning and guiding 
decision-makers to take measures necessary to 
improve the quality of education. These short-
comingscomings were discussed in depth at the regional 
TALENT workshop on the strengthening of national 
learning assessment systems, held in December 
2017.  The 17 participating countries and the main 
regional and international actors involved in this 
field (ADEA/NALA, OECD/PISA-D, IEA, ELAN, 
PASEC, SEACMEQ, UNESCO-UIL, UNICEF, GPE, 
BrookingsBrookings Institution, etc.) produced a list of the 
needs for capacity development and knowledge 
sharing, which TALENT will incorporate into its 
priority actions for 2018 and 2019.fffffffffffffffffffffffffff 
f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f
At the national level, UNESCO Dakar has carried 
out its initiatives in support of teachers in Mali and 
Niger, in the context of CapED:  gggggggggggggggg

  A training module for teaching assistants in 
reading, writing, and mathematics has been desi-
gnedgned in the national language of Mali, Bambara, in 
collaboration with the National Resource Centre for 
Non-Formal Education.  This module will be used as 
the national module for assistant training.ffffffffffffffff 
  
    Modules on didactic, active teaching and the 
reactive approach to gender issues were introduced 
in the initial training programmes of 11 primary 
teacher training institutes in Niger so that future 
teachers make learning more meaningful, and to 
eliminate gender stereotypes in the teaching of 
science and mathematics.gggffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffgg 

f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f ff f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f
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In response to strong demand from countries, 
UNESCO Dakar has promoted the introduction of 
African language and cultures in education as a way 
of improving student learning performance, in 
particular in reading.  In this respect, a resource kit 
for the training of teachers in bilingual education in 
Francophone countries, designed in collaboration 
withwith the UNESCO Institute for lifelong learning 
(UIL), UNESCO Abuja and the ‘Organisation 
Internationale de la Francophonie’, was finalised 
and approved in 2017.  In addition, the support to 
strengthen South-South cooperation, facilitated by 
UNESCO Dakar, has led to the harmonisation of the 
orthography of two national languages (Manjaco 
andand Serere) in The Gambia and Senegal, for the 
purpose of their use in formal and non-formal 
education programmes. fffffgfffffffffffffffffffffgfffffffffffff

In relation to higher education, UNESCO Dakar 
initiated the support for the implementation, or the 
strengthening of the capacities of the national 
quality assurance mechanisms in the Gambia, Mali, 
Niger, and Senegal.  In addition, the project 
‘Valorization of cultural heritage and citizenship 
education in Senegal’, funded by the Italian 
DevelopmentDevelopment Cooperation, was launched.  It seeks 
to strengthen the capabilities of the Cheikh Anta 
Diop University and the Gaston Berger University of 
Saint-Louis in university pedagogy.fThe project also 
supports the training in heritage management 
occupations, citizenship and peace, and functional 
Italian language.ffffffffffffgggggggggggffffffffffffffffffff 

.
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Young girl, Al-azhar Institute in Touba, Senegal © UNESCO / Marion Piccio
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Niger Republic with the support of UNESCO has 
advanced its “Politique STI du Niger (POSTINI),” 
and is working on the development of policy 
instruments within the framework of the 
UNESCO GO-SPIN Platform. The Gambia 
finalized and launched its STI Policy and is 
working on the development of policy instru-
mentsments within the framework of the UNESCO 
GO-SPIN Platform while also updating its STI 
statistics and indicators with the support of the 
UNESCO Institute for Statistics Office based in 
Dakar. Senegal has further advanced in moving 
its science and technology systems towards 
meaningfully contributing to its socio-economic 
development.development. DDDDDDDDDgg

In support of these developments, UNESCO 
organized several capacity building activities 
between 2014 and 2017 where over 111 STI 
systems managers and experts were trained in 
the STI system management, GO-SPIN and STI 
indicators, as well as improving STI/STEM 
capacities. Furthermore, the Office has worked 
onon the promotion of skills in innovation and 
enterprise development and management 
benefitting young entrepreneurs within the 
region. Within this domain, the office has trained 
50 young entrepreneurs between 2014 and 2017 
with the last being an intersectorial activity with 
the SHS Sector in the context of the Global 
StrategyStrategy for Youth in the Sahel region, held in 
Praia, Cabo Verde. The office did not leave out 
the young people in promoting STEM/STI 
pathway in their studies for the next generation 
of experts. FFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFF
f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f 
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UNESCO organized a workshop in September 
2016 in St. Louis, Senegal, to diffuse the Lima 
Plan of Action and the MAB Strategy 2015-2025 
to key managers and coordinators of MAB sites 
in Senegal, Guinea Bissau, Mali and Niger. 
Altogether, about 30 experts where reached with 
various supports and training held in the region 
onon the MAB processes.fFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFG

One area of increasing impact on the 
environment is the impact of mining especially 
on protected sites. These activities threaten the 
very fundamental concepts of the MAB 
approach. The science sector worked with the 
Culture Sector to provide support to the 
managers of the Niokolo-Koba Biosphere 
ReserveReserve in Senegal that is also a World Heritage 
Site to find solutions to the endangered site 
subject to the impact of mining activities. Within 
this work, UNESCO’s science sector supported 
the remapping and rezoning of the MAB site and 
a census of the mammals within the core areas 
of the biosphere reserve.HHHHHfffffffffHHHHHH

UNESCO did not leave out young people in the 
region from benefiting from its work in environ-
mental conservation and the mitigation of climate 
change impact. In October 2015, it organized a 
COP21 simulation for over 30 young Malians in 
Bamako and in November 2016, it organized 
another in Senegal with again about 25 parti-
cipantscipants drawn from Youth Clubs and associations 
for the COP22 preparations.FFFFFFFFFFFFFFF 
G G G G G G G G G G G G

 
F F F F F F F F F F F F F F F F F F
f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f 
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The focus has been on the management of 
underground water resources of transboundary 
resources and water quality, water policy and the 
Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) 
approach. Training courses covered methods of 
estimating groundwater recharge in arid and 
semi-arid areas and techniques for managed 
artificialartificial recharge; water policies for the 
management of transboundary underground water 
resources; the use of remote sensing for the 
management of underground water resources for 
the Sahel G5 countries; data acquisition, data 
quality and management for water resources. 
Altogether, over 110 personnel of water-related 
MinistriesMinistries have been trained and sensitized on the 
management of underground water resources in the 
region and reports from the participants show great 
interest in such activities as they help them in 
improving their efficiencies at their places of 
wo rk .d f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f dddddddg

There have been challenges. Funding limited the 
number of countries that could benefit in some of 
the activities. The region covered is vast and 
organizing of regional activities are often very 
expensive thus limiting either the number of 
participants or the number of participating nations.F
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The citizen platform supporting the fight against 
exclusion, has successfully driven key actions, 
including the organisation of the third advocacy 
session in June 2017.  Today, building on its 
legitimacy, the platform won the legal battle for 
recognition, marked by a note duly published in 
the Official Journal of Burkina Faso.  The 
UNESCOUNESCO Dakar office, which is positioned as 
champion of the excluded in Burkina Faso, made 
the commitment to support them.FFFFFFFFFFF 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h
In Senegal, as part of the joint programme: 
“Eradication of GBV and promotion of human 
rights”, UNESCO Dakar has benefited from USD 
13,000 of budget allocated from the United 
Nations Development Assistance Framework 
(UNDAF).  This has enabled the successful 
training of 30 media professionals (journalists, 
televisiontelevision producers, radio directors, site 
administrators), drawn from 13 institutions about 
GBV and human rights.   They also gained 
knowledge and skills on the communicational 
issues regarding gender and related themes of 
social inclusion, culture of peace, and global 
citizenship.  All these actions were key moments 
forfor the media coverage and dialogue around 
exclusion and societal violence.FFFFFFFFFFFF 
g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g g
UNESCO Dakar, through the national office of 
Bamako, provided technical support for the 
implementation of the project: “Support to 
children and child-mother victims of the crisis in 
North Mali” for which a contract was signed with 
the National Directorate for the Advancement of 
Women in May 2017. fffffg GGGGGGGGGGGG

  
F F F F F F F F F F F F F F F F F F
f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f 
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In Niger, the synergy of SHS and ED activities 
initiated as part of the Literacy Project of Young 
Girls and Women in Senegal (PAJEF) was repli-
cated under a pilot project.GGGGGffffffffGGGGG 
h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h h
InIn the wake of the celebration of the 10th 
anniversary of the African Youth Charter (Banjul 
+ 10), an African youth forum was organised in 
Banjul in Mai 2017. The forum had the double 
aim of commending the peaceful transition to 
democracy in The Gambia and to reflect on the 
role of youth movements in the consolidation of 
democracydemocracy in Africa. UNESCO Dakar, in partner-
ship with CODESRIA, Article 19 and various 
actors, also supplied young Africans with a forum 
to discuss with their brothers and sisters of The 
Gambia. hhFFFFFFFFFFhhhhhhhhhhhhh 

The Cultural Academy of Guediawaye (Senegal) 
for which the manager is an active member of the 
PAYCOP network, has benefited from modest 
financial support and technical assistance for the 
completion of its project: “Tek Thi Beat for the 
culture of peace”. The main objective of this 
project is the educational and social support of 
youthyouth for the culture of peace as a way of 
implementing the Banjul action plan framework. 
l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l l





Complexe W – Arly – Pendjari: Lion © DNPN



The Stone Circles of Senegambia © Layepro

VUE d’Afrique
Available on Playstore

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.unes.vuedafrique
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Djingareyber Mosque, Timbuktu © UNESCO / Hervé Huot-Marchand

http://www.unesco.org/new/fr/dakar/about-this-office/single-view/news/un_nouvel_elan_dans_la_protection_du_patrimoine_culturel_ma/


Djingareyber mosque, Timbuktu © UNESCO / Hervé Huot-Marchand

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rh1-pbTydq8
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In 2017, training of security forces was held in 
partnership with OHCHR, OIF, EUCAP 
Sahel-Mali and Article 19, in The Gambia, Mali, 
Senegal and Burkina Faso.  In Mali, the training 
manual produced by UNESCO on the Freedom 
of Expression and Public Order was officially 
adopted by the school of peace-keeping and the 
ministryministry of protection and security of Mali, to 
ensure that the freedom of expression and the 
safety of journalists contributes to peace and 
security in the region. FFFFFFFFFggggggggggh

Furthermore, the International Programme for 
the Development of Communication - IPDC- is 
the only United Nations multilateral forum aiming 
at mobilizing the international community to 
discuss and ensure media progress in 
developing countries. This programme supports 
media related projects, but it also aims at 
establishingestablishing enabling conditions for the 
expansion of free and pluralistic media in 
developing countries. IPDC has concentrated its 
projects on the most urgent priorities of 
communication development in the region.
F F F F F F F F F F F F F F F F F F F F F F F F
f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f
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YouthMobile Initiative © UNESCO / Sasha Rubel
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To ensure the adoption of ICT policies and 
programmes, which support female entre-
preneurship at the regional level, UNESCO 
organised a regional conference for Franco-
phonephone Africa on the integration of gender in ICT 
sector policies in Dakar, Senegal, in September 
2017, in partnership with the Senegalese 
ministry of Communication, Telecommunications 
Post, and the Economy, UNWOMEN, ECOWAS 
Gender Development Centre, World Wide Web 
Foundation, Alliance for Internet Access, African 
DevelopmentDevelopment Bank, and Facebook, with support 
from UNESCO’s “Information for all” programme. 

This conference enabled the formation of 
alliances, with the purpose of accelerating 
integration of the gender-dimension in the ICT 
policies in francophone Africa, to achieve the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and in 
particular, those addressing gender equality. 
 fffffff 
fffffffg GGGGGGGGGGGG

 
F F F F F F F F F F F F F F F F F F
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Mobile application developer, Senegal © UNESCO / Gaia Paradiso





The cumulative expenditure for 2017 (regular and extrabudgetary programmes combined) by the programme 
sectors of the offices in Dakar and in Bamako amounts to US$3.9 million.  The total amount of expenditure 
from extrabudgetary funding is US$ 3.2 million compared with US$ 0.7 million from the regular programme 
fundsFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFF. 

TheThe activation of the contingency plan in August and October 2017 and the subsequent freeze on an impor-
tant part of the available regular programme budget had a significant impact on the execution levels of a 
number of programmes in 2017.FFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFF 

Extrabudgetary funding has reached relatively high levels due to different projects to safeguard damaged 
heritage in Northern Mali and the project for the empowerment of adolescent and young women in Mali.  
These projects have positively contributed to the results shown for 2017, for the extrabudgetary funding.  
The figures, however, put the spotlight on the importance of extrabudgetary funding for the implementation 
of UNESCO programmes in the region.FFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFF 

TheThe table below indicates the breakdown of expenditure between the different programme sectors, the prin-
cipal sources of funding implemented in 2017 and the relative weight of each sector in respect of the total 
expenditure by the regional office as a whole.FFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFF 
f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f



The table below provides slightly more detail on the relative weight of the Dakar office and the Bamako office 
in the amounts spent, as well as the contribution from each programme sector to this performance by funding 
source.  It illustrated in comparative data the relative funding between extrabudgetary and regular pro-
gramme in the operations of UNESCO in the countries covered by the regional multisectoral office in West 
Africa (Sahel).FFFFdddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddFFFFFFFF
f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f f
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http://www.rfi.fr/afrique/20170525-senegal-consultations-ameliorer-conditions-vie-prison
https://www.togotopinfos.com/2017/08/24/dapres-lunescoletdoit-renforcer-la-lutte-contre-les-violences-du-genre-en-milieu-scolaire
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-education-africa-governments/hold-states-accountable-for-africas-education-shortfalls-says-unesco-idUSKBN1CU2F0
https://www.scidev.net/afrique-sub-saharienne/education/actualites/education-reddition-de-compte.html
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2017/12/02/promoting-human-rights-education-in-west-africa/
https://www.scidev.net/afrique-sub-saharienne/
http://www.seneweb.com/news/Education/alphabetisation-et-formation-professionn_n_229948.html
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http://www.h2o.net/instantanes-2017/instantanes-mai-2017.htm
http://www.chinanationalnews.com/news/253426876/grand-plaidoyer-pour-linclusion-sociale-des-femmes-victimes-daccusation-de-sorcellerie-in-french
http://www.lesoleil.sn/2016-03-22-23-29-31/item/71493-violences-basees-sur-le-genre-les-professionnels-des-medias-invites-a-promouvoir-l-equite.html
http://en.rfi.fr/culture/20170519-heritage-hashtags-and-how-unesco-promoting-africa
http://www.rfi.fr/emission/20170722-f-baba-keita-art-manuscrits-anciens-trafics-illicites-oeuvres-art
https://soundcloud.com/mikado-fm/table-ronde-securite-et-unesco-sur-le-patrimoine
http://www.lesoleil.sn/2016-03-22-23-38-25/item/67485-trafic-illicite-des-biens-culturels-vers-une-lutte-conjointe-dans-la-region-du-sahel.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/gambia-media-thriving-since-yahya-jammeh-departure/3900306.html
http://standard.gm/site/2017/06/13/journalists-must-alerted-extremist-propaganda-minister-jawo/
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/201709290357.html
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