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Verbal communication difficulties and ability to read mind (Theory of Mind)
A comparative study between autistic children, children with Down syndrome, children
with speech disorders and normal children.
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Abstract:

This study aimed to determine the nature of the relation between verbal communicative ability
with its formal and functional aspects and the ability to read mind, and to search for a
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correlation between mind reading and the mental level in both its verbal and performance
aspects, as well as searching for the existence of statistically significant differences between
the five samples of the study.

The study sample included 30 children of both sexes distributed into five groups, each
comprising six children between the ages of 5-10 years: (Autistic children, children with
Down syndrome, children with formal difficulties, children with functional difficulties,normal
children), and to achieve these Objectives the researcher used a test to assess mental reading
and an analysis grid for verbal communication,includes a set of indicators to assess the
formal levels (phonological, lexical, morpho-syntactic) and functional levels (informational,
interactive, speech acts), in addition to the verbal and visual intelligence test of Ejlal
Muhammad Serri to assess the mental level

This study reached several results, the most important of which is the existence of a
correlation between mental reading and verbal communicative ability in its formal and
functional aspects, and between mind reading and the mental level in both its verbal and
performance aspects, while it was found that there were no statistically significant differences
between the samples of normal children, children with formal difficulties, children with
functional difficulties, autistic children, and children with Down syndrome, while the
differences were significant between samples of normal children, children with formal
difficulties, children with functional difficulties and the two samples of autistic children, and
children with Down syndrome

Keywords: verbal communication difficulties; formal difficulties; functional difficulties;
theory of mind; Autism spectrum disorder; Down’s syndrome.
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