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ABSTRACT

Performance Analysis on Asia-Pacific Teacher Exchange for Global Education

: The Analysis of the Improvement of Multicultural Acceptability in 2021.

Han, You Kyung

The number of students from multicultural families in Korea continues to
increase and the global educational environment continues to be improved. It
should keep pace with changes in the educational environment and the growing
demand for multicultural education. Asia-Pacific Centre of FEducation for
International Understanding under the auspices of UNESCO(APCEIU) has been
taking charge of a project to exchange foreign teachers with countries subject to
multicultural families since 2012. The project aims to enhance mutual
understanding of multicultural families’ countries. It also aims to establish an
international education cooperation network with expertise by improving students’
multicultural capacity, strengthening teachers’ global capabilities, and sharing
excellent education programs. However, due to the unprecedented COVID-19
pandemic, it has become difficult to exchange. Accordingly, online exchanges

have been implemented since 2020.

In this study, it would like to analyze the degree of improvement in the 2021
multicultural acceptability (8 areas: cultural openness, national identity, stereotype
and discrimination, assimilation expectation, reject and avoid, reciprocity willingness,
dual evaluation and willingness of global citizenship). In 2021, teachers’ exchanges
were conducted online and participated in projects using materials created by
Korean teachers and teachers from multicultural countries.

In order to verify the effectiveness of educational materials and the
improvement of students’ multicultural acceptability, a total of 743 students and
44 teachers were surveyed to measure each of the eight areas of multicultural
acceptability. Student ID and teacher ID were given to identify the students and
teachers who participated in the survey, and the improvement of the average

score for each of the eight areas of multicultural acceptability was measured for
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students and teachers who responded to all of the pre- and post-survey

questions by matching them one-on-one.

The analysis results are as follows. First, the overall multicultural acceptability
area has increased in degree of improvement. By area, cultural openness
improved by 5.05 points for students and 6.63 points for teachers, national
identity increased by 4.18 points for students and 7.96 points for teachers,
stereotypes and discrimination increased by 3.73 points for students and 2.39
points for teachers, assimilation expectation increased by 5.52 points for students
and 6.39 points for teachers, and reject and avoid increased by 5.21 points for
students and 5.68 points for teachers. Next, the reciprocity willingness improved
by 2.52 points for students and 2.41 points for teachers, the dual evaluation
improved by 2.88 points for students and 2.41 points for teachers, and that of
willingness of global citizenship increased by 4.12 points for students and 1.82
points for teachers.

In sum, the results show that the degree of improvement in multicultural
acceptability has improved despite the educational exchange project conducted
under difficult circumstances with COVID-19. In particular, the degree of
assimilation expectation of students was improved the most than in other areas,
and in the case of the reciprocity willingness, the improvement is lower than in
other areas. In addition, in the case of teachers, national identity improved the
most compared to other fields, and in the case of willingness of global

citizenship, the improvement was lower than in other fields.

Second, the results of analysis by country are as follows. In terms of cultural
openness, Thailand improved by 6.28 points for students and 7.74 points for
teachers. In terms of national identity, the Philippines improved by 3.31 points for
students and Malaysia improved by 14.58 points for teachers. In stereotypes and
discrimination and assimilation expectation, the Philippines improved by 4.26 points
for students and Malaysia improved by 4.45 points for teachers. In the
assimilation expectation, Malaysia had the highest degree of improvement.
Students improved by 4.47 points and teachers improved by 11.11 points. In the
reject and avoid, Malaysia had the highest degree of improvement. Students
improved by 5.40 points and teachers improved by 10.41 points. Reciprocity

willingness has improved the most in the Philippines for students and Thailand
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for teachers. In Dual evaluation, Malaysia has improved the most for both
students and teachers. Finally, in the area of willingness of global citizenship,
students had a high degree of improvement in Thailand and teachers in Malaysia.

As a result of analyzing the degree of improvement in multicultural acceptance
of students and teachers who participated in educational exchanges with teachers
from multicultural countries, it was found that multicultural acceptance improved
in all areas (8 areas), resulting in educational exchange projects in 2021. It
improved students’ understanding of multicultural countries. It is meaningful in
that it has established an online learning system without inviting foreign teachers
from multicultural countries through COVID-19, and educational exchanges need

to be further expanded.
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